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Webinar

• Participants will be muted during the presentation.

• We will have a Q&A after the presentation. Please type 
your questions into the Q&A box.
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Webinar Tips

Can’t Hear?
1. For best results, make sure to select 

your Computer Audio:

• Internal Speakers (may vary on 
different computers)

2. If you have a Bluetooth device:

• Confirm device is connected and 
selected

On a Mobile Device:

• Select Call using Internet Audio
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Poll Question 1

How did you hear about this webinar?
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Objectives

• Intro to Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning

• What is the General Plan and the Safety Element?

• What is New in the Safety Element Update?

• Definitions: Climate Adaptation, Resilience, and Vulnerability

• Building on the Climate Vulnerability Assessment for Climate Adaptation

• How to Participate in the Safety Element Update
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What is the Department of Regional Planning?

Electorate

Assessor
District 

Attorney
Sheriff

Board of 
Supervisors

Chief Executive 
Office

County 
Departments

Regional 
Planning
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Unincorporated Los Angeles County



LA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

Poll Question 2

Where do you live?

Type in your community/neighborhood name 
into the chat box.
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Inside the Department of Regional Planning

Director

Long-Range 
Planning

Project 
Permitting

Enforcement GIS
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New State Legislation

• SB 379 (Jackson, 2015): Develop climate adaptation and resiliency 
goals and policies based on a climate vulnerability assessment

• SB 1035 (Jackson, 2018): Address climate adaptation and resiliency 
strategies in Safety Element and update data every eight years

Climate Adaptation and Resilience Strategies

• AB 747 (Levine, 2019): Identify evacuation routes and evaluate their 
capacity, safety, and visibility under a range of emergency scenarios

• SB 99 (Nielsen, 2019): Identify residential developments in hazard 
areas that do not have at least two emergency evacuation routes

Evacuation Routes
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More New State Legislation

• SB 1000 (Leyva, 2016): Identify disadvantaged 
communities, include policies and objectives to 
reduce health risks, promote engagement, and 
address community needs.

Climate Equity

• SB 1241 (Kehoe, 2012): Develop policies to mitigate 
wildfire risks for developments in fire hazard areas

Wildfire Mitigation
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Integrated Planning

Source: California state Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

Climate Adaptation

Wildfire Mitigation

Climate Equity

Resiliency Coordination
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What is the General Plan?

Air Quality
Public Services 
and Facilities

Economic 
Development

Noise

Conservation

Natural 
Resources

Parks and 
Recreation

Land Use Housing MobilitySafety
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Why update the Safety Element now?

Climate 
Change

New State 
Legislation
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What is the Safety Element?

Current Hazard Sections:



LA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

Seismic

AP Photo/Mark J. Terril l
AP Photo/Doug Pizac

Don Knabe, Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors USGS
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Flood

ABC 7 News

OC Register
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Fire
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Emergency Response
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Goals and Policies

Goals
A goal is a general direction-setter that expresses the community’s 
values.

Policies
A policy is a specific statement or diagram that guides decision-making. 
It indicates a commitment of the County to a particular course of 
action.

Implementation Programs
Implementation programs identify actions for carrying out the policies 
of the General Plan.
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Safety Element - Fire
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County Plans Related to the Safety Element

General 
Plan 

Safety 
Element

OEM
All-Hazard

Mitigation Plan

PW
Comprehensive

Floodplain 
Management 

Plan

FIRE
Fire Strategic 

Plan

PW
Integrated

Waste 
Management 

Plan

OEM
Operational

Area 
Emergency 

Response Plan
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What’s New in the Safety Element Update?

Climate Adaptation and
Resilience Strategies

+



LA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

General Plan 

Safety 
Element

All-Hazard 
Mitigation Plan

Comprehensive 
Floodplain 

Management 
Plan

Fire Strategic 
Plan

Integrated 
Waste 

Management 
Plan

Operational 
Area Emergency 
Response Plan

Coordinating with Climate Plans

Sustainability Plan

Climate Action Plan
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What Climate Hazards Affect Los Angeles County?

Wildfire Extreme 
Precipitation/
Inland Flooding

Extreme Heat Sea Level Rise/
Coastal Flooding

Drought



LA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

Poll Question 3

What climate hazards are you most 
concerned about?

If you have another answer that is not listed, enter it in the 
chat box.
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What are Secondary Impacts?

Wildfire
Smoke

Disease-carrying
Vectors

Increased
Ozone

Saltwater
Intrusion

Valley
Fever
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Poll Question 4

What secondary impacts are you most 
concerned about?

If you have another answer that is not listed, enter it in the 
chat box.
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Defining Adaptation 

(Source: Adapted from Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, “IPCC Special Report 2018: Global warming of 1.5°C”)

Adaptation:
Adaptation is the process of adjusting to climate impacts to reduce harm.
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Examples of Adaptation 

Climate Hazard Adaptation

Wildfire Defensible Space

Flooding 
(Coastal and Inland)

Sandbags

Extreme Heat / 
Freeze

Air conditioning / 
heating

Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs 
(secondary impact)

Back-up Generators
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Defining Resilience

(Image source: https://www.calgary.ca/UEP/ESM/Pages/Energy-Savings/Climate-Change.aspx?redirect=/climateprogram)

Resilience: The capacity of a community, business, or natural environment to cope with 
and respond ​to climate impacts while also maintaining the capacity to transform

https://www.calgary.ca/UEP/ESM/Pages/Energy-Savings/Climate-Change.aspx?redirect=/climateprogram
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How does the Adaptation Planning Process Start?

Source: California state Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
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How does the Adaptation Planning Process Continue?

Source: California state Governor’s Office of Planning and Research



LA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

What is the Climate Vulnerability Assessment?

From the                                                                                                                     :

Action 28A:  

Conduct a countywide climate vulnerability assessment that addresses 
social vulnerability and use it to guide priorities for investments in public health 
preparedness, emergency preparedness and response planning, and community 
resiliency.

Action 28B:  

Conduct a countywide climate vulnerability assessment that addresses 
physical infrastructure vulnerability and use it to guide priorities for investments in 
building upgrades, infrastructure improvements, and zoning and code changes. 
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Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Vulnerability
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Source: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. California Adaptation Planning Guide.; 2020.

Understanding Vulnerability
In relation to a climate hazard…
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Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Vulnerability
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Source: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. California Adaptation Planning Guide.; 2020.

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Understanding Exposure
In relation to a climate hazard…
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Examples of Exposure
In relation to a climate hazard…
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Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Vulnerability
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Source: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. California Adaptation Planning Guide.; 2020.

Potential Impact
(-)

Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Exposure
(-)

Understanding Sensitivity
In relation to a climate hazard…
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(Data Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, emPOWER Map 3.0)

Examples of Sensitivity
In relation to a climate hazard…
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Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Vulnerability
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Source: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. California Adaptation Planning Guide.; 2020.

Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Understanding Potential Impact
In relation to a climate hazard…
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Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Vulnerability
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Source: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. California Adaptation Planning Guide.; 2020.

Potential Impact
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Understanding Adaptive Capacity
In relation to a climate hazard…
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Examples of Adaptive Capacity

• Neighborhood characteristics
• Social, economic and institutional capacity
• Cognition, perception, and willingness to adjust

https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/aerial-view-of-la-neighborhoods-
reveals-tree-disparities

https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/aerial-view-of-la-neighborhoods-reveals-tree-disparities


LA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

Adaptive 
Capacity

(+)

Vulnerability
(-)

Exposure
(-)

Sensitivity
(-)

Potential Impact
(-)

Source: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. California Adaptation Planning Guide.; 2020.

Understanding Vulnerability

In relation to a climate hazard…
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Building on the Climate Vulnerability Assessment

SE Update:

Implementation

Programs

Safety Element Update: 

Policies for Climate 
Adaptation and Resilience 

Climate Vulnerability Assessment 
https://lacounty.gov/sustainability-projects/

Dept of Regional Planning

Chief Sustainability Office
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Poll Question 5

What types of strategies would most benefit 
your community? 

If you have another answer that is not listed, enter it in the 
chat box.
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Climate Equity

Source: ICARP Technical Advisory Committee, 2020. Technical Advisory Council. Available online: https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/icarp/tac/

• Vulnerable communities experience heightened exposure and 
increased sensitivity to climate change and have less capacity and 
fewer resources to cope with, adapt to, or recover from climate 
impacts. 

Adaptive 
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(+)

Vulnerability
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(-)
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Learning from Community Stories
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Timeline for the Safety Element Update Process

Intro to the 
Safety 

Element

Climate 
Adaptation 

Workshop(s)

Safety 
Element 
Update

Draft 
Release 

and 
Comment 

Period

Regional 
Planning 

Commission 
Public 

Hearing

Board of 
Supervisors 

Public 
Hearing

Spring
2021

Summer
2021

Fall
2021

Winter
2021

Climate 
Vulnerability 
Assessment 

Draft 
Release 

and 
Comment 

Period
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Q&A

Please type your questions into the Q&A box.
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Thank you!

Contact:

Thuy Hua, Supervising Regional Planner
Caroline Chen, Regional Planner
Iris Chi, Regional Planner

https://planning.lacounty.gov/site/climate/safety-element-update/
213-974-6461​
climate@planning.lacounty.gov

https://planning.lacounty.gov/site/climate/safety-element-update/
mailto:climate@planning.lacounty.gov

